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“Tessellation Creatures”

•Drawing paper

•Pencil

•Tape

•Ruler

•Sharpie

•Scissors

•Colored pencils, markers, or crayons

Brief project description: Create a repeating pattern with this drawing project that uses both math and art!  

You will need the following materials: 

Time from start to finish = 1 hour  
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Find a digital copy here: https://www.artsplus.org/resources/visual-art-resources



PART 1: Creating your tessellation stencil 

Steps 
• #1: Measure out your drawing paper to a 9” x 9” (inches) square with your ruler. Cut it to that
size using your scissors.

• #2: Measure and cut another piece of paper to a 3” x 3” (inches) square.

• #3: Draw a shape on one side of the smaller 3" x 3" square making sure the shape begins at
one corner and ends at the other. Cut it out and slide it directly across to the opposite side of the
square. Tape it down making sure you are aligning it to match exactly.

• #4: Draw another shape on an adjacent side of the square also making sure that the shape
begins at one corner and ends at the other corner of that side. Cut it out and slide it directly
across to the opposite side and tape it down to match exactly. See below for pictures.

PART 2: Designing your tessellation creature

Steps 
• #1:Trace your newly created stencil on a scratch
piece of paper and move it around to see what
creature, critter, or other object it looks like or
resembles. This example looked like a person
wearing a motorcycle helmet! Draw details within
the shape to make it look more like your creature.
Make additions such as a heart to the helmet and
some facial features., whatever inspires you!
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• #2: Once you decide on a design, take your stencil and line it up on the edge of your 9” x 9”
paper. Continue tracing your stencil, aligning it to fit like a puzzle piece next to the first stencil you
traced. Your stencil will fit perfectly next to your other stencils from the sides and from the top and
bottom. Continue tracing your stencil until you cover your entire piece of paper in stencils as
shown below. It is okay if some parts go over the edge of the larger square.

• #3: Draw your design within each shape that you traced on your drawing paper. Outline
everything in sharpie and color it in. Create a checkerboard pattern by alternating colors. You have
now created a tessellation!
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