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Katie Carpenter grew up as a Suzuki student in Greenville, SC. Katie studied violin with Betsy 
Fee and Xiao-Li Saliny. Continuing her musical pursuits, Katie studied violin with Dr. Thomas 
Joiner at Furman University. After receiving her Bachelor’s of music in violin performance from 
Furman, she went to East Carolina to study violin performance with Ara Gregorian and Suzuki 
pedagogy with Joanne Bath. She graduated with a Master’s of music in violin performance and 
Suzuki pedagogy. Katie is registered with the Suzuki Association of the Americas in Every Child 
Can, and books 1-10. She has received further Suzuki training with Ronda Cole and Charles 
Krigbaum, taught at the South Carolina and North Carolina Suzuki Institutes and at the Suzuki 
Strings of Augusta Spring Workshops. Katie has served as guest clinician at Arts Plus Suzuki 
Workshop and has adjudicated for Arts Plus Charlotte and the North Carolina Federation of 
Music Clubs Festival. Katie enjoys performing, and is a member of the 1st violin section of the 
Charlotte Civic Orchestra. She has been a member of the Charlotte Philharmoic as well as 
Hendersonville and Wilson Symphonies. Katie plays with the string quartet, Heartstrings, and 
performs for many weddings and parties.  She is the fiddler in the band, Katie and Her Crazy 
Uncles, and recorded a children’s album called “Big Kids, Big Plans”, available on ITunes. 
Students in Katie’s violin studio are members of the Youth Orchestra of Charlotte, Charlotte 
Symphony Youth Orchestra, Western Piedmont Youth Symphony, and Gaston School of the Arts 
Orchestra. Katie has taught several students who have been winners of the Gaston Music 
Education Foundation scholarship program and coached students who have competed and won 
their high school pageants with violin as their talent. Katie resides in Belmont with her husband, 
two daughters and goldendoodle. 


